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ARTICLE APPEARED
ONTPITE__ 3

CIA more active than ever;

By Bob Olmstead

Admiral Stanstield Turner, head of the

Centra! Intelligence Agency, said Monday -

the naticn’s biggest Sy unit has come
through the post-Watergate reaction against
it undiminishe? In size 2nd more active than
ever. ’

- Turner said the CIA is “more aggressive”
today recruiting agents in vrfrieadly nations,
despite the =increasing reliance in recent
Years on spy satellites and other technologi-

. cal spy systems.

The trouble with a technological device,
Turner said in a press coaference with Sun-
Times editors and .writers, is that it “only
tells yvou whac happened vesterday.

*When I tell someone what the device re-
ported, thev say. *But Stan, why digd it hap-
pen and what’s "going to happen
womorrow?” * e )

As the head of the nation's intelligence
system, Turner reports once a week person-
ally to Presidept-Carter. R

TURNER WOULDN'T ‘SAY whether the

CIA is growing despite its recent siege of un- -

popularity—which he says is ending. But he
added:

“The number of ‘agents is not going down.
We are more aggressive==no, that has con.
notations of being unfriendly—more active
today' than ever before.” - . _

Asked if the CIA is also recruiting activély
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Among newsmen too?

“I would do the ‘same thing. Newsmen
volunteer,” he answered, adding that the
number who volunteer is “not many.”

Turner was in Chicago to speak at g
luncheon of the American Society of Civil
Engineers at the Pick-Congress Hotel as part
of his continuing effort to sell the CIA’s mer-
its to the public.

“As I've gone arotind the country I'm en-

couraged to hear people say they need and -

want good intelligence. But they have doubts:
about whether we're covering too much,” he
said. . '
Turner said that the CIA was jn the plibe
lic’s disfavor from 1974 to last winter when,
he said, there was “a turnaround.”
Instead of criticizing the CIA today, he
said, “people are spending a lot more time
saving how do we get the job done.” *

ALL ISN'T ROSY, however, in the CIA’s
public relations picture,

Turner and aides bristled at mention of
former agent Philip Agee, who wrote a book
telling of the agency’s activities and who
still spills CIA secrets from his base In
Europe. T :
. “I wonder how a man like this gets the fi.
nancing to put out a smooth publication and
to keep on operating over the years,” said.
Turner. -t

Turner was asked if he knows where

<2 Ageée gets his money.

PR 1
in friendly nations, Turner said, £You zecruit*__.* NocLreplly don’t,” siid the head of the
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